CHAPTER   VI

FROM THE  REVOLUTION  TO   WATERLOO   (1789-
1815.         CHATEAUBRIAND,       " GENIUS        OF

CHRISTIANITY."         CONSALVI     AND      PACCA.,
" MEMOIRS '*)

THE American Revolution nearly coincides
with the death of Louis XV. Counting from
1624, when Richelieu took the reins, one
hundred and fifty years had gone by, during
which the French King was the State and the
Church personified; but the people, the
Tiers Etat, were nothing. The clergy, indeed,,
constituted a self-taxing body, and as an
estate of the realm met regularly for the
despatch of business. High Court prelates,
in France as elsewhere, often led unchristian
lives. A few bishops and abbots enjoyed
excessive revenues ; the clergy were ill-paid,
shamefully neglected, and handled with a deal
of scorn, even by that Cristophe de Beau-
mont already named, who was an edifying
Archbishop of Paris, and very unlike Cardinal
de Retz, his predecessor of the Fronde in
-1660. Living away from Marly and other
king's houses, the French priest was, by the
testimony of all that knew him, devout,,
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